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Cooker hoses
The Association has been 
alerted to what appears to be 
faulty rubber or manufacture 
used in flexible hoses deployed 
to connect the gas supply to 
caravan holiday home cookers. 
Reports indicate that the fitting 
in some cases exacerbates this 
weakness by increasing the 
strain on the hose. Problems 
have been reported with split, 
perished and generally 
defective cooker hoses on 
relatively new (2008) ABI 
'Franklin' and BK Bluebird 
caravan holiday homes. 

Given that many caravan holiday 
home manufacturers share 
suppliers, it is essential that such 
hoses are checked on caravan 
holiday homes to ensure they are 
safe for use. The problem has been 
identified where a caravan holiday 
home has a cooker which is 
connected via a flexible hose, to 
allow them to be moved. This 
means that checks can be 
undertaken relatively simply. The 
makes/models identified above are 
the only ones of which the 
Association is aware to date, but 
any model with a freestanding 
cooker should be checked.

In addition, reports being received 
as this Journal goes to press indicate 
that checks are necessary for 
eye-level grills where these are 
connected to gas via a flexible hose.

BH&HPA members are advised to:
n Check all cooker hoses in letting 
fleet units and caravans awaiting 
sale and replace any found to be 
defective. These checks should be 
undertaken as quickly as is possible 
and should be fully documented.
n Advise private owners of caravan 
holiday homes in writing of the 
potential risk and need for checks to 
be undertaken to ensure their 
safety. It would be prudent, in the 
interest of both safety and customer 
relations, for park owners to offer 
this as a service to caravan owners, 
thereby ensuring checks are 
undertaken and documented, and 
this by a competent person.
n Ensure checks are undertaken 
and documented, whether letting is 
undertaken directly by the park, or 
formally or informally on behalf of a 
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private owner. (Simply handling keys 
on behalf of a caravan owner letting 
their private caravan to a third party 
is sufficient for legal responsibilities 
to fall on the park business to 
ensure the customer's safety.)
n Request in writing that the 
cooker and grill hoses are inspected 
as one of the annual checks for the 
Landlord's Gas Safety Record.

All checks should be undertaken by 
a competent person. Park staff with 
experience of replacing gas cylinders 
and checking hoses may be 
competent to carry out the checks 
but any rectification work should be 
undertaken by an engineer 
registered with 'Gas Safe' (the 
successor to the CORGI register).

Cooker grills
Members' attention is drawn to 
the cooker safety notices on 
these links: 
n www.newworldappliances.co.uk/
SAFETY-NOTICE_p25.aspx and
n www.beko.co.uk/
cookersafetynotice 
which advise of a serious risk of 
carbon monoxide poisoning if the 
cooker grill is operated with the 
door closed.

The cookers in question are New 
World Vision 50TWLM and 50WLM 
Silver and White, Beko, Flavel, Flavel 
Milano and Leisure models. These 
may be fitted in caravan holiday 
homes (the 'New World Visions' 
particularly in Carnaby Caravans 
models). 

If any of these cookers are installed 
in any caravan holiday home on the 
park, members are asked to review 
the advice on the weblinks and 
contact New World Appliances or 
Beko direct to arrange a free-of-
charge rectification. If the cookers 
are in privately-owned caravans, the 
owner should be informed in 
writing, advised that the grill should 
not be used with the grill door 
closed and it would be prudent for 
the park owner to arrange the 
rectification on behalf of customers.

Light bulbs
Incidents of scorching on the 
underside of cupboards above 
bedroom reading lamps have 
been reported and this year, 
there was a much more 
damaging incident - a 

significant fire (reported on 
page 6 of the September-
October 2009 edition of the 
Journal). Thankfully no one 
was hurt. 

It is important to ensure that the 
light bulbs used in the fittings are of 
the wattage recommended by the 
manufacturer. Private owners of 
caravan holiday homes should be 
reminded of this, whilst for letting 
fleet units, a check should be made 
to ensure that all lamps meet the 
manufacturer's specification. Each 
fitting should be clearly marked 
with the maximum wattage and 
staff replacing bulbs should be 
instructed not to exceed the stated 
maximum. Particular care is needed 
in rooms designed for children's use.

If concerns continue after having 
checked the heat generated by the 
correctly-rated light bulb, the park 
owner should consider a light bulb 
of lower wattage or replacing with 
LED lights which are designed to 
plug in or screw into the existing 
halogen fittings. They cost more, 
but can last as much as five times 
longer than halogen.  

The smoke detector proved its value 
in the incident described above 
which serves as an important 
reminder of the need for regular 
checks on their operation as a 
central part of health and safety 
management. In units for hire, there 
should be a check between each let 
as part of the cleaning and 
preparation for the arrival of new 
holidaymakers. These checks should 
be fully documented. 

Private owners should also be 
reminded of the importance of the 
smoke detectors and the need for 
regular checks on their operation. l

Editor's note: The information 
above has already been published 
to BH&HPA members via email or 
through the Journal. If any member 
did not receive the email advice, 
please contact BH&HPA central 
office on 01452 526911 or email: 
enquiries@bhhpa.org.uk to ensure 
that the Association holds the 
appropriate email address.

STOP PRESS
See also the Safety Alert to 
check wheel nut tighteness 
published on page 4.
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